INDIAN FREEDOM

more general and persistent would compel the
British people to yield to the Indian aspiration
so as to save what they could of their empire
or, in an extremity, decide to grant indepen-
dence rather than have it forcibly wrested
from their, hands.

Sri Aurobindo made his first move when
in 1900 he sent a young Bengali soldier of the
Baroda army, Jatin Banerji, as his lieutenant
to Bengal with a programme of preparation
and action which he thought might extend
over thirty years before it could fructify. As
a matter of fact, it has taken nearly fifty years
for the movement of freedom to arrive at the
beginning of fruition and success. The idea
was to carry on secretly, or so far as visible
action could be taken under various cloaks and
covers, revolutionary propaganda and recruit-
ing throughout Bengal. This was to be done
among the youths of the country while sym-
pathy and support and financial and other
assistance were to be obtained from older men
who had advanced views or who could be won
over to them. Centres were to be opened ia
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